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from al-'Abbas the zakat of two years, and argues that
the zakat is due when there is a productive nisab, and
that the lapse of the year is only in order to give time for
the payment of the debt and may be disregarded without
affecting the obligation. However, it is not allowed to an-
ticipate the payment of the zakat if there is not already a
complete nisab. According to al-Shafi'i, anticipation of
zakat is allowed only for one year. According to Zufar,
anticipation of zakat for more than one nisab is not allowed,
though it may be allowed for more than one year. If after
the anticipation of the zakat it turns out that at the end of
the year the amount anticipated does not fall due, according
to al-Sarakhsi the zakat receiver may not be forced to return
the part that has not fallen due. According to al-Shafi'i, if
at the time of discharge it was made clear to him that he
would have to reimburse such part of the zakat as would
not have fallen due at the end of the year, it may be taken
from him; otherwise the taxpayer has no right to demand
restitution of the zakat paid. Al-Sarakhsi remarks that
zakat is paid to the poor as an offering to God and may not
be reclaimed afterwards.1

The conditions necessary for the anticipation of zakat
are summarized in the 'Alamkmyyah2 as follows: (i) At
the time of anticipation the year should have already begun
to run on at least one complete nisab. (2) The nisab or
nisabs for which the zakat has been anticipated must be
complete at the end of the year. (3) The original nisab
should not disappear entirely in the interval. An example
of anticipation for one year for many nisabs would be the
payment in advance of zakat for one thousand dirhams for
one year by one having two hundred dirhams. If this per-

1 Mabsut, pp. 176-8; cf. Umnt, p. 17; Minhaj, p. 266; Wajis, p. 87.

2 P. 247.